Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 113 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.078; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.6.
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Comment
As part of our onging studies of pyrazolone derivatives as potential ligands (Zhu et al., 2005; 2010a,b) we report the structure of the title complex, (I).
The molecular structure of the title complex is shown in Fig. 1 . The Ni II ion lies on a crystallographic inversion centre and adopts a slightly distorted octahedral coordination environment provided by four O atoms from two 4-acety-3-methyl-1-phenyl-1H-pyrazol-5(4H)-onato ligands in the equatorial plane two O atoms from two N,N-bimethylformamide ligands in the axial sites. A related complex has previously been published (Shi et al., 2005) . In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular π-π stacking interactions involving the pyrazole rings, with centroid to centroid distances of 3.7467 (13)Å link molecules into one-dimensional chains (Fig 2) .
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by dropping a nickel acetate (5m mol) ethanolic solution into an ethanolic solution of 4-acetyl-3-methyl-1-phenyl-1H-pyrazolone-5 (10m mol) and stirring for about 2 h under room temperature. The green blocks which were obtained were dried in air. The product was recrystallized from N,N-dimethylformamide which afforded crystals suitable for X-ray analysis.
Refinement
All H atoms were geometrically positioned and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.95 Å or 0.98 Å for the methyl H atoms and U iso (H)= 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are presented as a small spheres of arbitrary radius (symmetry code: (i) -x+1, -y+2, -z+1). supplementary materials sup-2
Crystal data [Ni(C 12 (9) 0.0149 (9) 0.0014 (6) 0.0028 (7) 0.0009 (7) C3 0.0145 (8) 0.0154 (9) 0.0158 (9) 0.0002 (7) 0.0028 (7) 0.0003 (7) C4 0.0226 (9) 0.0202 (10) 0.0177 (9) −0.0033 (7) −0.0006 (7) 0.0049 (8) C5 0.0113 (8) 0.0128 (8) 0.0134 (9) 0.0039 (6) 0.0032 (7) −0.0016 (7) C6 0.0221 (9) 0.0156 (9) 0.0173 (9) −0.0041 (7) 0.0030 (7) −0.0005 (7) C7 0.0147 (8) 0.0157 (9) 0.0106 (8) −0.0015 (7) 0.0048 (7) −0.0027 (7) C8 0.0133 (8) 0.0163 (9) 0.0137 (9) 0.0001 (6) 0.0019 (7) −0.0011 (7) C9 0.0207 (9) 0.0152 (9) 0.0180 (9) −0.0005 (7) 0.0060 (7) 0.0020 (7 
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